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LESSON 19 
 

SALOME, MOTHER OF JAMES AND JOHN 
 

Jesus of Nazareth was born a few months after his cousin, John, who 

later became known as the Baptist. Jesus was a carpenter, after His 

father Joseph’s trade, until he began His ministry around the age of 

thirty. The first year of Jesus’ three-year ministry was one of 

inauguration, the second of popularity, and the third of opposition 

which led to His crucifixion.  

 

It was during the second year of ministry that Jesus began to call His 

disciples. Of the Twelve, the three closest disciples to Jesus were 

Peter, James and John, all three fishermen. James and John were 

brothers and the sons of Zebedee and his wife Salome. The two 

brothers had been disciples of John the Baptist, who recognized Jesus 

as the promised Messiah at His baptism. The Baptist then pointed 

Jesus out to his disciples (John 1:29, 35). When Jesus told James and 

John to follow Him, they immediately left their nets by the Sea of 

Gallilee and traveled with Jesus in His itinerant ministry.  

 

But from this point on, Salome was also very involved with the 

ministry of Jesus. Not only were her sons Jesus’ closest disciples, she 

herself spent time among the women who traveled with Jesus in 

Galilee, meeting the needs of Him and His disciples (Mark 15:40-41). 

No doubt she watched Jesus perform miracles of healing and 

deliverance, saw Him feed thousands with five loaves and three fish, 

and heard her sons talk of His raising people from the dead, walking 

on water and calming storms. More than this, she was moved by His 

profound teachings on love, forgiveness, and the Kingdom of God. As 

throngs of people followed Jesus and thousands gathered to hear Him 
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